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BALTIMORE SUN 


ienate- panel Begins probe 


N 


for lies on CIA role in Cliile 


By HKNRV L. TRKWHITT 

Was^jiwciOTi Bureau oj The Sun 

Washington— The Senate For- 
eign Relations Committee set 
out yesterday to determine 
whether , senior administration 
officials lied about the United 
States’ role in Chile and 
whether the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency n:ieds closer con- 
gressional supervision. 

After a week or 10 days of • 
further staff study, Senator J. ; 
W. Fulbright (D., Ark*.), the 
chairman, said the coininittee 
will decide what to do next. 

The committee took its hold- 
ing action amid a growing 
furor over the acknowledged 
jCIA efforts to frustrate- the. 
igovcrnmcnl of the late Presi- 
dent Salvador ■ Alicnde.. PVesi*. 
dent Ford fueled the debate j 
Monday night by acknowlcdg-! 
ing and defending American 
efforts to prevent i)r. Allende’s 
rise to power and to subvert^ 
his government after he suc-| 
cceded. ' 

Dr. Alicnde was shot to- 
death— his successors said he 
killed himself— during a coup a 
year ago. Administration offi-- 
cials, from Mr. Ford down, 
deny flatly that the U.S. had 
any direct part in the coup. 

The Foreign Relations Com- 
^midce acted alter publication 
of a leaked staff report. It 
calls for a determination of 
whether Richard M. Holms, 
former CIA director, and three 
Slate Department officials lied 
when they denied U.S. inter- 
jvention in Chile's internal poli- 
itics. 

j The report also suggests 
I Henry A, Kissinger “deceived” 
[the committee by denying a 
jU.S. role in the coup without 
I See CIA, A2, Col. 3 ^ 


mentioning subversion of the 
Alicnde regime. Dr. Kissinger 
|. testified during the hearings 
that confirmed him as secre- 
|tary of state last fall. 

Takes no position 

With its decision the commit- 
tee avoided a position on the 
report itself, prepared by Jer- 
ome I. Levinson. Mr. Levinson 
is counsel for the Subcommit- 
tee on Multinational Corpora- 
tion.s, whicli, headed by Sena- 
tor I'Vank Clmrch (D., Idaho), 
received much of the contro- 
Iversiai testimony. 

The complex public debate 
began earlier this montii when 
Representative Michael J. Har- 
rington (D., Mass.), released 
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by William E. Colby, successor 
to Mr. Helms at the CIA. Mr. 
Colby was said to have con- 
firmed that the United States 
spent up to Sll million to frus- 
trate tiie political ambitions of 
Dr. Alicnde, a Marxist, and to 
' combat his government after ! 
he was elected in 1970. 

Mr. Ford confirmed the pol- 
icy if not the amounts during 
his Monday night press confer- 
ence. 


I Without making a judgment 
j on international law on the 
j subject, he said, “It is a recog- 
nized fact that historically, as 
well as presently, such actions 
are taken in the best interest 
of the countries involved.” CIA 
activity, he went on, was in 
response to Dr. Allende’s ef- 
forts to “destroy opposition 
news media . . . and to destroy 
opposition political parties.” 

“The effort that was made in 
this case,” (he President said, i 
“was to help and a.ssist the 
I preservation of opposilion 
I newspapers and electronic 
j media and to preserve opposi- 
|tion political parlies. I think 
this is ill the best interests of 
(he people in Chile and cer- 
jlainly in our best interests.” 

RpmarkaBje admission 


However, Mr. P'ord added, 
he would confer with congres- 
sional committees to learn 
whether they want to know 
more about and to review such 
COV 01 I operations. A group of 
four senior senators now con- 
stitutes a review committee, 
but Mr. Harrington said ye.s- 
(erday it represenl.s merely “a 
fiction" of congressional moni- 
toring. ' 

Mr. Ford’s statement eon-, 


j ceding interference in other 
I nations as a matter of policy, 
was more remarkable than the 
fact of interference, which is 
generally known. It seemed 
likely it would be thrown back 
at the U.S. in the future as a 
corollary of the so-called 
Brezhnev doctrine, by which 
Moscow claims the right to 
intervene in deviationisl Couv 
munist states. 

Whether the new congres- 
sional review would lead to 
concrete action is uncertain, 
j Senator B’lilbright called for 
‘ formation of a more powerlul 
CIA review committee and 
Senator Church termed *t](> , 
U.S. role in Chile “iin ..'ivni v, ‘ 
unprincipled, and unjustified.” 

But Senator Fulbright has 
sponsored legislation before to 
curb the CfA without succe.ss. 

The ChileCIA debate .dso 
contains the seeds of contro- 
versy in other areas, including 
the style of Dr. Kissinger. As 
chairman of the .socallod ^0 
committee, an arm of the Na- 
tional Security Council that 
passes on covert CLA opera- 
tions, he iLs informed of all 
.such activities. Yet, according 
to Mr. [.evinson’s analysis, Dr 
Kissinger told the literal truth, j 
but avoided the whole tiulljl 
during confirmation hear- 
ings. 
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